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CFX-327
SILVER COIN SCAM
Bryant, AR
Thursday, November 9, 2011
Suspect:
Black male presenting fake Pennsylvania driver’s license and using the name “John L. Franklin.”   5’9” tall, 175 lbs., 55-60 YOA, wearing blue jeans and a hat.  Gold tooth on left side of teeth, no other jewelry noted.
The suspect stated that the “silver” coins he wished to sell to the jeweler were his grandfather’s  The collection was in a typical coin collector’s book which held several pages of coins, each one sealed in plastic.  The suspect spent time with the jeweler looking up various coins in the collection to prove numismatic values.
After purchasing the coins for what seemed to be a very good price, the jeweler learned that they were all non-silver imitations.
PREVENTION.
“Presentation is everything.”
         The “con” in “con artist” is short for confidence.
This thief went to the effort of creating a realistic-look presentation and then took time with the jeweler to convince her of the coins’ “authenticity.”  

In this case, the coins were all in plastic, as collector coins often are, and while that prevented the jeweler for testing or examining them more closely, it also enhanced the impression that they were real.  Be suspicious of unknown persons who claim to come from great distances to buy from you or sell you something that is difficult to authenticate.  
This thief likely has created many false coin collections and may use the same false identity and pretense with another jeweler.  If he does, call local law enforcement.  


-- Bob
CrimeFax is a loss-prevention service of Robert G. Carroll and Associates -- meeting the insurance needs of the jewelry industry for over 30 years and serving jewelers in Oklahoma, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Tennessee.  “Serving jewelers isn’t just what we do; it’s all we do.”  See www.robertgcarroll.com or call (800) 655-2728 to learn more about us, or to discuss a crime or report an incident in your store.       






If you wish to be removed from this service, you may do so by calling one of the numbers above.


